
Pacific Northwest Requirements for Aerial Application of Pesticides 
Erik Peterson to: David Powers, Scott Downey 08/22/2011 11:35 AM 
Cc: Christine Reichgott 

History: This message has been replied to and forwarded. 

Dave and Scott, 

Hope this is helpful and please let me know if you have any questions or suggestions. 

[attachment "Pacific Northwest Requirements for Aerial Application of Pesticides .doc" deleted by Scott 
Downey/R1 0/USEPA/US] 

Erik Peterson 
EPA Region 10 
Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs 
peterson.erik@epa.gov 
206-553-6382 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

David Powers/R10/USEPNUS 
Erik Peterson/R10/USEPNUS@EPA, Christine Reichgott/R10/USEPNUS@EPA 
Scott Downey/R1 0/USEPNUS@EPA 
08/02/2011 03:09 PM 
Fw: Final version of ET Pitchfork Rebellion presentation (handout pdf file) & request for Erik's help 

Erik and Teena-

Issue: a nationally significant issue related to herbicide use in forestry practices has been unfolding near 
Eugene, Oregon. The herbicides 2,4-D and atrazine are routinely aerially sprayed on intensively 
managed private forest lands in OR. Relatively high background and post spray levels of 2, 4-D and 
atrazine have been found in the urine of Triangle Lake residents. These residents, including members of 
the "Pitchfork Rebellion", have long claimed health problems from herbicide spraying . They now have 
evidence that they've been exposed and a recognized toxicologist is involved. A ppt. that Scott Downey 
put together for the ET on this issue is attached below. 

Request: help from Erik in characterizing West Coast forest practice requirements for herbicide 
application. I estimate that it would be a two to three day effort in total. I understand that Erik has a full 
platter and through mid-August is really stacked with getting NEPA/309 review deadlines .. . the timeline for 
the characterization of practices would certainly accommodate your units environmental review needs. I 
would also work witl1 Erik on focusing and expediting the effort. 

Why and relevance to NEPA/309 review: Erik has been extremely effective in characterizing forestry 
issues relevant to both NEPA/309 review and the other EPA media programs. For example, his work on 
Dry Forest environmental issues and multi -media environmental impacts associated with biomass have 
been very useful from a NEPA review perspective, in renewable energy discussions that are a priority for 
Dennis Mclerran and Rick Albright, and GHG/AQ impact discussions. Erik is currently reviewing a BLM 
Statewide Herbicide use EIS that contains relevant information on herbicide use requirements . These 
federal requirements are more stringent that private land requirements . Erik's involvement in the above 
request would be relevant to NEPA review, the Triangle Lake issues, and herbicide drift in general. 

p.s. There are lots of moving parts associated with this issue - A national registration/labeling petition 
regarding aerial drift is before EPA Administrator Jackson; a coordinated state/federal agency monitoring 
effort to determine the likely pathway of exposure for Triangle lake residents is underway; press coverage 
and threatened lawsuits have been active; and there is high level political involvement, including Governor 



Kitzhaber. Erik's characterization could help EPA's relevance in these areas. 

Please let me know if this works . Thanks, Dave 

David Powers 
Regional Manager for Forests and Rangelands 
USEPA Region 10,000 
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500 
Portland, OR 97205 
503-326-5874 
powers.david@epa .gov 



Background details for fact sheet for distribution to Triangle Lake community CJ 
Kay Morrison to: Elizabeth Allen , Sheila Fleming , Scott Downey 08/22/2011 11:44 AM 
Cc: Richard Kauffman , Linda Liu 

History: This message has been replied to. 

Does anyone have an existing document or email I could use to write the background for this fact sheet 
I'm working on? Or if I can get the answers to these questions so I can write a narrative history and 
timeline: 

• when did the residents start asking the state to respond? 
• when did they petition EPA? 
• when did EPA visit the residents? 
• when (and why) did EPA invite ATSDR to participate? 
• when did the state agree to lead the study? 

I'd also like to add something about the effects of herbicide exposure on human health (if that's not too big 
a can 'o worms) ... any idea where I can find some plain writing about that? 

thanks. 

Kay Morrison 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Seattle, Washington 
206-553-8321 




